Belmont A.M.E. Zion Church Demolished

On 13 March 2018 a long-
standing Pittsboro landmark
disappeared. The Belmont
A.M.E. Zion Church on the west
side of 15-501 north of Pittsboro
was demolished.

The structure had long ago
deteriorated beyond repair.

It is believed that the Belmont

A.M.E. Zion Church was built in

the 1930s from materials

salvaged from Bell 6s
Church in east Chatham.

Belmont AMEZ in 1981.
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The history of the church is briefly described in the article below, which is reprinted with
permission from the February 15, 2018 issue of The Chatham Record.



Historic church building set for
demolition soon in Pittsboro

Belmont A.M.E. Zion
Church on Highway 15-
501 still stands today as
it has for many years,
though signs of those
years on the rough exteri-
or of the historic building
are unmistakable.

Since the church build-
ing will be torn down
soon, a remembrance
of the building and the
people who worshiped
and fellowshipped there is
both important and appro-
{)riate, say Pittsboro town

eaders.

According to The
Architectural Heritage of
Chatham County, North
Carolina, the church was
probably built in the last

quarter of the nineteenth
century, following the -
Civil War.  *

It is “a fine example
of the single-gable-front

frame church that Prolif—
erated at that time,” the
book notes.

The building was “re-
built in the 1930s from
material salvaged from
Bells Baptist Church in
eastern Chatham County.”

When Bells “undertook
a re-building effort, Rev.
Long of the Pittsboro
church recognized the val-
ue of the early building....
and organized its removal
to Pittsboro.”

It is understood that the
structure was near the
present day Bells Baptist
Church, but was moved to
Pittsboro when the Jordan
Lake project closed the

ates of the dam and
ooded the area.

The Bells Church stands °

today near the boundary
of the lake and the Army

Church, page 2A

Corp property.

After it was moved to
Pittsboro, it was the loca-
tion for worship for many
{{ears. Led by Rev. Long,

ev. Small, Rev. Wilson,

Rev. Dark and finally Rev.

Milliken the congregation
dwindled and moved to
other churches in the com-
munity, such as Mitchell
Chapel. The last ser-

See ‘Church’ page 2-A

Reprinted with permission from the 15 February 201
issue ofThe Chatham Recard



