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Historyof the Property

ThelandonwhichChatham! 2 dzy riew Ay#culturalCenteristo be builthasaninterestinghistory. The
earliestownershown inChatham Countyecordsis Mary Watters,daughterof ContinentalArmyGeneral
JamesdMoore, andwife of ColonelWilliamWatters,who alsoservedin the ContinentalArmy. In 1825
Mary Watterssoldthe 99-acreproperty toher sontin-law, FredericklonedHill. Thedeed(Z/460) indicates
that the property washer formerresidenceThepropertyis on the north sideof USHighway64 Business
Westadjacent tothe CentralCarolinaCommunityCollegeand BoyScoutproperties. TheOld StageRoad
formedthe southernboundary ofthe parcelandthen turned north for somedistancewithin the parcel
beforejoiningOd SalisbunRoadwhich continuel northwest.

FredericklonedHillwasa physicianplanter,andlegislatorknownfor his earlylegislationto establishpublic
schoolsn the state. Raisedn NewHanover Countyhe, like severabther wealthyWilmington familieof
the period, hadties to Pittsboro.Hill, his fatherandthree uncles ownedlaborate summehomesin and
aroundPittsboro. Hillandhisuncle,Dr. NathanielHill, wereinstrumentalin buildingSt.Bartholomes Q a
EpiscopaChurchin 1831in Pittsbora

The records are uncleavhether FredericklonesHill built hissummerhome,& Y S y (i deGhk gaixe
he purchasedrom his motherin-law Mary Watters,or whetherit wasbuilt prior to hispurchaseof the
property. Hillandhis wife, AnnelveyWatters, werethird cousinspnceremoved.Theymarried in1812
andhadno children.TheKentuckyproperty waseventuallyinherited (in 1874) by WilliamH. Moore, a
presidingelderof the MethodistChurchandto whom both Hillandwife Annehadfamily connections.
Until the propertywaspurchasedy Chatham Guntyin 2012,it had beerhandeddownin the Moore
familythrough several generationSeeAppendix3 for achainof title.

Remarkablysomefeaturesandartifactsfrom the LINR LIS s@riisurvived,andthe Chatham
CountyHistoricalAssociatiorsoughtto documentthoseand tolearnwhateverpossibleaboutthat
history prior to its development athe O 2 dzy (i &-awaitedAgiguRuralCenter.

Architectural Surveyof the Property

CCHAwvasgrantedaccesdo the parcelin Julyof 2014. Volunteersjncludingtwo localvolunteer
archaeologistsPaulWebb and_indaCarnesMcNaughtonmadeseveralvisitsto the property to assess
the variousstructuresand ruinsdiscoveredhere. Amongthe featuresexplored andlocumented were
the remainsof what wasoncea largebarn,with adjacentanimalenclosuresthe ruin of asmallresidential
structure;the still-standingbut collapsingguesthouse;the site of the now-razed main house known as
Kentuckyandanadjacentsmokehousendhand-dugwell. Appendix 1 shogthe locaton of these
historical features as an overlay on the proposed Agricultural Center plan



Kentucky the main houseAtthe time of our first visitin July2014,all that remainedof Fredericklones
I A sdm@érhome,Kentuckywaspart of a brickchimney,afew rotting hewnsills,anda scrapof
peggedwindowtrim. Thefootprint of the housewasstill evident,eventhoughthe housewasrazedin
the 1970s.Quartzrocksoutlined former gardensandthe mainapproachto the house,andhugewhite
oaksstood onthe grounds Because the oaks appeared to date from the early 1800s they were of
historical interest as an integral part of the early homestaad its original landscapingll of the
major oaks, cedars, and other hardwod@ total)were eventually piee-plotted onto the
development plan using GPS technolo8se(Appendix 2 for more details.

Kentucky, Federattyle home of Frederick Jones Hill
Taken in 1970s
View slows front (south face) of structure

From Architecturaistoryof ChathamCounty NG 1991.



GuestHouse Theouter wallsof the guesthousewere still standingin July2014,thoughthe roof and
centralchimneyhadcavedin. Stylistically, thestructurewasaninterestingone. Thebuildingrestedon
dressedstonepiersandhadcircularsawnjoists.

Theone-story structurewith
very highceilingshadboxed
cornicesanddeepeaves, tall
Frenchwindowsanddoors,
andlath andplasterwalls.The
off-center,internal brick
chimneyhadcollapsedAn
architecturalsurveydonein
1984describedhe structure
ashavingahip roof with ahip
roofed porchandrearshed
roof. Weweretold that
membersof the family had
hopedto renovatethe
buildingaslate asthe 1980s,
but for whatever reasornthat
plan was abandoned and the
building continued to
deteriorate.

Guest house, 2014. Photo by Duane Hall.

Well. Of particular interesto the CCHA
volunteerswerethe handdugwell andthe
nearlyintact smokehousen the property. The
well, approximatelythree feetin diameter,hada
moderncementcollar(squarein shape)which
restedon top of anuppercourseof field stones
that wereusedto line the 50foot deephole.

Therocklinedwell wasa remarkable testimony
to the craftsmanshipf earlysettlersin the
countyt or perhapsof the enslavedbeoplewho
servedthem. Peeringlown thewell, onecould
imaginethe toil anddanger involvedn creating
this essentiafeature of the homestead. Thewell
waslocatedin anareathat would be excavatedn
Handdugwell, 2014.Photoby BeverlyWiggins orderto buildthe newAgCenter,soit couldnot
bepreservedn place




Smokehouse.Tothe west of the well stood a largelyintact smokehouseThisstructure measuresl0.5
feet squareat its baseand approximately25 feet at its roof apex. Thesillsare madeof hewnlogs,with
mortisedandtenonedcornersupports. Verticalwall studsare spaced approximatelyvo feet apart.

Thefoundationwas
approximatelyonefoot
in heightandmadeof
localfieldstones(with
somerecentbrickvisible
asinfill). Theexterioris
sheathedwith lap-board
siding someboards
missing andhasflush
vertical boardcorners.
Theroofis gabledwith
anapexon a north-
southaxis. Theroofis
alsocantileveredabout
onefoot on all four
sides.Thesmokehouse
appeardo dateto the
early19" centuryin
styleand construction
(basedon original
squarecut nailsandits
eightinchwide hewnlog
sills). Theroof likely has
beenreplacedmore
recently(metalsheeting
instead of wooden
shingles)

Smokehouse fron2014 Photoby Duane Hall.

Smokehouse silletail.
Photo by Barbara Pugh.



Onevertical boardentry door islocatedon the southelevationof the building.Thisdooris
approximatelythree feet wide andfive feet tall, with alockhole locatedon theleft side. Theexterior of
this entry doorisdecorated withthree rows of bradsin diamondshapedmotif. Thedecorativenail
pattern on the entry door is an excellentexampleof 19" centuryfolk art whichhassurvived. The
hingeshavebeenreplacedwith modernhardwarewhichextendsbeyond thedecorateddoorframe
edging.Anunusualkey, presumablyto a former lock on the smokehouskor, washangingon the
outsidewhenthe buildingwasdiscoveredandisnow in the CCHA artifaatollection.

Smokehouse door; hinge detalil.
Smokehouskey. Photo by Beverly Wiggins.



Theinterior of the
smokehousdada

& R N2 LdedBdginadeof
tongue-and-grooveboards,
equippedwith severalrows
of iron hooks (presumably
for hangingmeat)and one
centrallyplacedchain
(possiblyfor acauldron).
Extrapiecesof cuttongue-
and-grooveboardsusedto
supportthe dropped ceiling,
arevisibleonthe interior
wallsin severalplaces. Two
wallshavea built-in shelf
madeof a singleboard
fastened/bracedo the wall.

Smokehouse droppextilingandinterior detail. Photoby DuaneHall.

Abovethe droppedceiling,the originalceilingof the smokehousésintact at the top, completewith
rivensticksor pegs(onceusedto hold meat) setdirectlyinto the upperraftersor buildingframe. While
the squareshapeof this smokehousés common(bestdesignfor uniform heatandsmoketransfer)and
tightly sidedwith few openings(asingledoor for securityandaccess)the unusuallytall designof this
smokehousanith its cantilevered roofnakesit auniquevernacular structure

Smokehouse originakilingdetail. Photoby DuaneHall.



Thefloor of the smokehouse
consistal of a modern (recent)
cementfloor, poured over a layer
of modern brick, apparently laid to
level the surface. Below the
modern brick and concretghe
subfloor hearth was made of local
FASETR ad2yS NN} y3aSR
2NJ a! ¢ It wiak lhid 3% Bare
earth which was thermalkaltered

to a bright orangered color by
multiple years of pit fires (to
provide smoke to the curing meats
within it).

Smokehouse hearth detail. Photo by Linda CakteNaughton.

CarnesMcNaughton and Webhsed metal detctors to explorehe area believed to bthe location

of the old kitchen near the smokehous&he kitchen wakkely removed when that part of the site

was cleared to plant pine trees. They found no evidence of fire and no remains of the kitchen. They
did findsome small shrels ofpearlware dating to theearly 1800sand part of an iron snaffle bit (for a
horse)

Savinghe Smokehouse

TheCCHMBoardfelt that the smokehous@ffered arare opportunity to preservesomethingof the

O 2 dzyea®y &ydculturalpast. Thed ( NHzGCsordeNiindisualdesignfeatures particularlyits
unusualheight, cantileveredroof and decorative doar andthe remarkablepreservationof the
originalceilingandfunctionalpegs,alongwith its associatiorwith the Watters-Hill-AgriculturalCenter
property,addedto its significanceOnsite preservationwasexploredbut not possiblegiventhe
extensivegradingrequiredto preparethe site for the new construction. Theboardvotedto expend
CCHAundsto movethe smokehouseo a securelocationwhile constructionproceeded.

Ay



Preparing the smokehouse for relocation. 3x14. Photo by Duane Hall.

Thesmokehousavasmovedin Decembe014.Thecontractorfor the site, Miles-McClellan
Construction Companyssisted with the moveby clearinga pathto provideaccesgo the structure.A
professionamoverwashired by CCHAo movethe building. Becausef its height,the roof hadto be
removedsothat the buildingcouldpassunderpowerlines. A protectivecoverhasbeenplacedon the
buildingto shieldit from the elementswhile it resides on a storage lot

GrimsleyHobbs of HobbsArchitects desigrers of the new AgriculturalCenter,servedasliaisonbetween
the countyand CCHAor the effort to savethe smokehouse.

CCHA has requested that the county return the smokehouse to the Ag Center property in the future to
serve as an example of an eat§" centuryagricultural buildingand meatcuring practices) antb
preserve aniqueSEl YLX § 2F / KIGKIY /2dzyie Q& @SNy Odzt I NJ | NO



Appendix 1: Layout of historical features on plan for Agricultural Center




Appendix 2:Documenting Historic Trees on the Property

Large white oak on property.
Photo by Beverly Wiggins

Because many of the trees on the property
appeared to date from the time of its early

=. occupation, the project team made two visits to

recordthe locatiors of more than 50 trees using
GPS technologyhese points were theoverlan
on the Agricultural Centeplans. Matt Pag, whose
time and expertise were donated by TRC, uged
GPSGlobal Positioning System) mapping unit to
pieceplot the locations of designated large trees
and mapped the data using ArcMapftware Paré

. was assisted in the field by Linda Carnes

McNaughton and Beverly WigginSee below for

an aerial photo of the sitshowing tree locations

and historic features. The CCHA files on this project
also contain maps of tree locations og &enter
plansand alist of detailed coordinategor the

largest trees
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