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CCHA Program

Voices of North Carolina
The Legacy of Tar Heel Talk

Sunday, October 7, 2018, 2:00 pm
Historic Courthouse, Pittsboro
Free and open to the public.

One of the under-recognized traditions of the Tar Heel State is it linguistic heritage, from the

historically isolated Outer Banks dialects of Ocracoke and Harkers Islands to the mountain

dialects and Cherokee language of the Smoky Mountains. On Sunday, October 7 at

2:00pm, in the Historic Chatham County Courthouse in Pittsboro, Dr. Walt Wolfram will

profile the regional and ethnic traditions of language and dialects through a series of video

and audio vignettes that have come from more than two decades of extensive research,

documentary production, and preservation activities. No state has a richer tradition of

language variation than North Cackalacky. Join us to celebrate the voices of North Carolina

as an integral part of NiluraltldgacxCar ol i nads histor.i

Walt Wolfram is William C. Friday Distinguished University
Professor at North Carolina State University, where he also
directs the Language and Life Project. He has pioneered
research on social and ethnic dialects since the 1960s and
published more than 20 books and over 300 articles. Over
the last two decades, he and his students have conducted
more than 3,500 sociolinguistic interviews with residents of
North Carolina extending from Murphy to Manteo. He has
received numerous awards, including the North Carolina
Award--the highest award given to a citizen of North
Carolina.

The Chatham County Historical Association program is free and the public is welcome! Join
us to |l earn more about anot hervariacshgteret of North

Questions: history@chathambhistory.org



mailto:history@chathamhistory.org

Look for CCHA
at Chat ham Epuinng Ag Fes

CCHA wi || be at Chatham Countvos
celebrate Chatham County Agriculture, Forestry, and Py
Natural Resources. This vyeal| N
Smokehouse restoration project. Come see our progress
on restoring the mid-1800s smokehouse which was found
on the Ag Center property and is being reconstructed in the
courtyard of the Agriculture and Conference Center to
preserve a reminder of a time-honored agricultural
tradition.

We had a great time at |
look forward to sharing the smokehouse story with you

this year!

Saturday, Ma r
10:00am 1 2:00 pm
This is a FREE Event !

Chatham County Agriculture
& Conference Center

1192 US 64 W Business
Pittsboro, NC 27312

Learn more about Ag Fest.

Learn more about the smokehouse. Last year at Ag Fest the only indication of the
smokehouse was the excavation for the foundation in

the Ag Center courtyard. Come see our progress!



https://growingsmallfarms.ces.ncsu.edu/2018/02/join-us-for-our-chatham-county-spring-ag-fest-march-24/
http://chathamhistory.org/pdfs/RestoretheSmokehousetheFinalChapterNov17.pdf

Chatham Countyods | nvol vement
1 8.8 8.8 ¢

Chatham Countydéds involvement in the American
issues will be the topic of a three-part educational series sponsored by CCHA in
January and February 2018.

Celebrated local historian Gene Brooks and historian and author Carole Troxler will be
our presenters.

Mark your calendar now to save these
dates:

Sunday, January 28

Gene Brooks
The Revolutionary War in North Carolina,
part 1.

*

Sunday, February 11

Gene Brooks
The Revolutionary War in North Carolina,
part 2.

*

Sunday, February 25
(also CCHA annual meeting)

Dr. Carole Troxler
The Regulator Movement
and the Revolution in the North Carolina
Backcountry

Reéactors at Chatham County event honoring Patriot Jame¢
Emerson, 2011

Our programs are free and everyone is

welcome. All three programs will begin at 2:00pm

and be held in the Historic Chatham
More info: history@chathamhistory.org County Courthouse.



mailto:history@chathamhistory.org

Gene Brooks is a respected local historian whose profession
was and avocation continues to be history. A native
Chathamite, Brooks taught history at Pittsboro High School
and Northwood High School for thirty years. He also served
on Pittsboro's Town Board for thirty years. His community
work has included teaching GED classes at Central Carolina
Community College as well as teaching his Sunday school
class. Brooks was a leader in reactivating and energizing the
Chatham County Historical Association in 1988, after a hiatus
of several years. His expertise has been recognized by
several generations of Chatham citizens, and he has been
called by his many admirerst he fAdean of Ch
hi story. o
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Carole Troxler is Professor emerita of Elon University,

where she taught history for 33 years. She is the author of
five books, including the 2011 work, Farming Dissenters: The
Regulator Movement in Piedmont North Carolina. The North
Carolina Society of Historians has honored Professor Troxler
with a 2017 Historical Book Award for her newest book and
first work of fiction, The Red Dog: A Tale of the Carolina
Fronti er ( Li 32 awodkslso¥set inthe 1760s in the
Piedmont region of central North Carolina. Dr. Troxler
delights in the st -pdoplewhdleffiitled
I n the way of | etters and pr
considerednfii mpopl e. O
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Country Brunch and Silent Auction

to Help CCHA Restore the Smokehouse

Saturday, November 4, 2017
9amto1lpm
Kiwanis Building
309 Credle St, Pittsboro, NC
Dine In or Take Out
Tickets $8 per adult; $4 for children

Join volunteers from the Chatham County Historical Association on November 4 to enjoy a
hearty breakfast or lunch of country ham, bacon, biscuits, TS i
gravy, grits, pancakes, eggs, and beverage.

Also from 9 to 1, many unique items will be on display and
available for silent auction bids. Here are just a few of the
auction items:

1 a mahogany door and memento bricks from the pre-fire
Chatham County Courthouse

9 footballs and basketballs from both NCSU and UNC, signed by
coaches

1 Frieda Lin Spa Gift Certificate for five and Glam Makeover Gift

Certificate for three

an antique cotton scale with pea weights

local honey

a Southern Supreme cookbook, Reflections and Recipes

gift certificates from several local businesses, including Hilary

Graves Photography

1 and a variety of CCHA publications, prints, and holiday
ornaments.

E ]

Do a little holiday shopping after your meal, or come just for the auction. The auction will close
at 1pm. Winning bidders present can pay with cash, credit card, or check and take their items.
Winners not present will be contacted and may pick up items and pay with cash or check at the
Chatham Historical Museum during regular hours.

Proceeds will help CCHA restore a mid-1800s smokehouse and return it to the Agriculture and
Conference Center property where it stood for more than150 years. There it will serve as an
educational feature honoring Chathamés agricultur

Tickets can be purchased online with a credit card or PayPal. (PayPal membership is not
requr ed for credit card purchases.) Wedll email the

Tickets are also available at the Chatham Historical Museum during museum hours (Wed-Fri,
11-4) and from CCHA officers and directors i payment by cash or check only. Tickets will also
be available at the door.

More about the smokehouse. Other ways to support the project. Map to Kiwanis Building



http://chathamhistory.org/pdfs/CCHAOfficersandDirectors.pdf
http://chathamhistory.org/pdfs/CCHADocumentsAgCenterPropertyandSavesUniqueSmokehouse.pdf
http://chathamhistory.org/pdfs/RestoretheSmokehousetheFinalChapterSep17.pdf
http://chathamhistory.org/pdfs/KiwanisMap.pdf

CCHA Program
The Search forJones Ferry Crossing

Sunday, September 17, 2017, 2:00 PM
Historic Courthouse

Pittsboro, NC
Free and open to the public

Findings from two independent investigations dovetail to form a plausible theory about
where Jones Ferry crossed the Haw River in the 18" and 19™ centuries in northern
Chatham County. Please joinusat CCHA GO s Se pt e mlwhere MargaoegMillarm,
Growe and Richard Ellington will co-present their observations to the community.

In his years-long search for the ferry crossing, Ellington, past president of the Chapel
Hill Historical Society, has painstakingly documented the original path of Jones Ferry
Road as it winds southwest from Carrboro toward the Haw. His research entailed many
days of meticulously searching through original old county records in the NC Archives in
Raleigh. Growe, meanwhile, was conducting her own search along the Haw riverbank
for archeological evidence of the ferry operation itself, in the area where she suspected
Jones Ferry Road might have terminated at a navigable crossing site. In 2003, she
identified what she thought may be the ruins of a large building situated on bluffs above
the river. The ruins lay alongside an old roadbed leading down from the terminus of
todayodos Jones Ferry Road.

When the two met, they realized that their theories support one another, and they are
presenting them at this Chatham County Historical Association meeting. The program is
free and the public is welcome!

See the report on the Jones Ferry Crossing presentation here.

About our Speakers

Margaret Miller Growe is the Executive Director of The Tamassee Group, a newly-

4 formed North Carolina nonprofit that is dedicated to ecological education,
and to the conservation and preservation of significant natural and
historical resources.

Margaret hails from a long line of Southern statesmen and activists,

| including the Revolutionary War general, Andrew Pickens, and his

| grandson, Francis Pickens, the South Carolina governor who seceded

" from the Union, and initiated the order of the shot on Sumter to begin the

A

Civil War. Margaretdéds parents spent their

Sout h, and she cont i numamnithirevolverheatthiolighilies et hi

human rights and ecological commitments.

Following 20 years serving the healthcare community nationally and internationally,
Margaret has turned her attention to local efforts that foster wellbeing for the Earth and

car

c
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http://chathamhistory.org/pdfs/JonesFerryCrossingProgramWriteupSep2017.pdf

its inhabitants. She does this via The Tamassee Group, whose mission is to create

initiatives that promote an environmentally- and historically-aware and engaged

popul ace. One of the projects they are workin
regarding where Jones Ferry might have crossed the Haw River.

Mar garet continues her international developm
people, through a separate nonprofit she has with her husband, in their partnership with

a self-sufficient healthcare training program in rural India. She is a lifelong seeker of

adventure and knowledge, and considers animals and the outdoors her greatest

mentors. Margaret was educated at Bryn Mawr College, Emory University and North

Carolina State University. She and her husband live on a small farm in Pittsboro with

their dogs, chickens and rescued horses.

Richard Ellingtoni s a | oc all history fAnuto with deep rc
fatherdés family has |ived here since the very
1 other long-time area families (Cheeks, Coles, Browns, Clarks,

8 Crutchfields and many more). He has done much and continues to

do more extensive research into his f

Richard was born and raised in Carrboro. Richard and Dave Otto co-

authored an annotated photo history of Carrborof or t h €011t own 6 s
centennial. The book was a big success. In 2014 they co-authored

another book on the Carrboro community.

As a teenager in the early 1960s, he worked in a UNC-CH data processing facility
during the summer and became fascinated with the concept of information technology
(IT). After attending Campbell College, he attended a data processing school in Raleigh
in 1967, went to work for UNC-CH and was employed there for 43-plus years in several
different IT locations and capacities. He retired in 2011 and was awarded the Order of
the Long Leaf Pine for Outstanding and Meritorious Service to the State of North
Carolina.

Richarddéds passion is | ocal history. He i s the
Historical Society and continues to serve on their board of directors. He is a student of

NC history and drags his wife and family to anything having to do with history, a

museum or historic preservation. He loves the outdoors and spends as much time as he

can fishing, walking in the woods, looking for waterways and just enjoying nature. He

believes that when you stop wanting to learn about the world around you, you start

dying.




CCHA Program
Chatham County Coal Mining:
Livelihoods and Lost Lives

Sunday, June 18, 2017, 2:00 PM
Historic Courthouse

Pittsboro, NC
Free and open to the public

On the morning of May 27, 1925, explosions in the Carolina Mine shook the Chatham

County village of Coal Glen and took the lives of 53 men. This accidentd the largest
industrial di sast er oiwillbétierfocus of @ prasenfatiomby 6 s hi st o
historian Forest Hazel on June 18, 2017 at 2:00pm in the Historic Chatham County

Courthouse.

The only significant source of coal in North Carolina
lies along the Deep River in Chatham and Lee
Counties. Attempts to mine the Deep River coalfields
commercially began in the early 1850s and the last }
mine closed about 100 years later. Mr. Hazel will talk h
about the history of the mining industry in Chatham
County, the numerous accidents that plagued it, the :
i mpact of the industry on=® W ir fdlnads ec
and what life was like for the miners and their 2 2R
families. Photographs and artifacts will be displayed.

Forest Hazel lives in Mebane, NC. He has a BA in
Anthropology and a MPH degree, both from UNC-
Chapel Hill. Most of his work for the past 35 years
concerns the history of American Indian communities
in the Carolinas, but for the past year and a half he i _
has been working on the Deep River coalfields project. His mterest in the coalflelds was
initiated by a visit to the Cumnock cemetery to Coal Glen disaster. News and Observer
photograph the headstone of Duncan Goins, a CSA  (rajeigh), May 29, 1925

vet of Indian descent. Hazel noticed markers in the

cemetery indicating that men had died in various mining accidents. His grandfather's
family were coal miners, (in Wales, not NC) and his curiosity was aroused. Hazel found
that few people knew much about the NC coal mines, and felt that the story should be
promoted and remembered.

Mr . Hazel 6s presentation is sponsored by the
The event is free and the public is welcome. Questions: history@chathamhistory.org



mailto:history@chathamhistory.org

Coal Glen Mine Disaster

NC Highway Historical Marker Dedication

Saturday, June 3, 2017
11:00am

Farmville Community Church
1797 Everett Dowdy Rd.
Sanford, NC 27330

A new highway historical marker commemorating the May 27, 1925 Coal Glen Mine Disaster will be
dedicated in a program on Saturday, June 3 at 11 AM. The program will be held at the Farmville
Community Church, andilvinclude historical displays and speakers about the event, which took the
lives of 53 miners. A wreath in remembrance of the miners will be placed at the marker in the Farmville
Cemetery.

¢KS YIFN]SNE / KFGKFY [ 2dz
located onUS 15/®1 atthe southern intersection
with Walter Bright Rd. north of Sanfardink to the )
NC Highway Historical Marker information on the Ccr
Glen Mine Disaster

Everyone is invited to attentthe program, which is
aimed at keeping the memory of the Deep Riveal
minesand the men who worked in them alive.

An additional program about the disaster and more general history of mining in the Deep River coalbeds
will be sponsored by the Chatham @y Historical Association on June 18, at 2pm in the Historic
Courthouse in Pittsboro. Historian Forest Hazel, whose research supported the successful highway
marker nomination, will make a presentation and share photos and artifacts. Both programeeare f

and the public is invited.



http://www.ncmarkers.com/Markers.aspx?MarkerId=H-123
http://www.ncmarkers.com/Markers.aspx?MarkerId=H-123
http://www.ncmarkers.com/Markers.aspx?MarkerId=H-123

Celebrate the 248 Anniversary of the Battle of Alamance

Experience North Carolinabs OGnMawl$ dli7é agroupdfhe eve o
rebellious backcountry farmerswh o cal | ed t he ms & ImamrysfthBrRlwiggunl at or s 0
what is now Chatham County 8 met the loyalist militia of Governor William Tryon in open battle.

The Alamance Battleground State Historic Site in Burlington, NC, is marking the 246"

anniversary of the Battle of Alamance with several events:

Lecture:
The Regulation as Real Estate Dispute: a Colonial Struggle for Land Ownership.
Thursday, May 18, 2017 6:30 P.M.

"The Regulation as Real Estate Dispute: a Colonial Struggle for Land
Ownership" will be the topic of a lecture hosted in conjunction with the
246th anniversary of the Battle of Alamance. Special guest speaker will
be Mark Chilton, former mayor of Carrboro and currently the Register of
Deeds in Orange County. Chilton is the author of several local history
books, including Land Grant Atlas of Old Orange County. The lecture
will be held in the visitor center auditorium of the Alamance
Battleground State Historic Site in Burlington, and is free and open to
the public.

Fight for the Backcountry: Battle of Alamance Reenactment and Living History
Saturday and Sunday May 20th and 21st, 2017

9 AM.T 4 P.M. daily

Time of the battle is 12:00 P.M.

AR Experience North Carolinaés s
; of revolution! On May 16, 1771, a group of

rebellious backcountry farmers who called

themselves fiRegulatorsod met t
Governor William Tryon in open battle. i Fi ght f or
the Backcountryo will feature
Battle of Alamance, and will explore life in the
backcountry in the early 1770
¥ colonies stood on the brink of Revolution.

. For more information, see the Alamance
Battleground website.



http://alamancebattleground.org/
http://alamancebattleground.org/

4" Grade Field Trip

Sponsor & Volunteer
Appreciation Day

March 2nd 2017

CCHA members, sponsors, and
volunteers are cordially invited to
join the 4th grade field trip
volunteers for Sponsor &
Volunteer Appreciation Day at
the Chatham Historical Museum
and Courthouse on Thursday,
March 2nd, from 9 AM to noon.

Virginia Cross Elementary will be
with us for their field trip from 9 to 11:30 AM. Feel free to join the tour at any time to experience
what our students see and do on their visit. Or, plan to arrive at 11:00 AM to enjoy an audience
in the courtroom with Chatham County figures from the past. At 11:30 we will send the students
on their way and begin a brief recognition ceremony followed by light refreshments.

The museum will be open until 4 PM as usual for anyone who would like to spend more time
with Chatham County's storied past.

Now in our fourth year, we are excited to be able to offer these field trips for free to the 4th
grade students of Chatham County. At the close of the 2016/2017 school year, our dedicated
volunteers will have led 16 field trips, hosting 13 schools, and serving over 800 students.

Chatham County teachers and parents highly praise the field trips. We hope you will come see
how your contribution touches the lives of these students.

Schedule for the Day

A 9:00 AM  Virginia Cross students arrive; guests may join tour at any time
A 11:00 AM  All gather in the courtroom for tour finale

A 11:30 AM  Students depart; recognition ceremony begins

A 11:50 AM  Refreshments in the foyer

A Noon-4PM Museum open for tours

Anyone interested in learning more about the program is welcome to attend!




Chatham County Historical Association

Annual Membership Meeting and Program
Sunday, February 19, 2017, 2:00 PM
Historic Courthouse
Pittsboro, NC
Free and open to theublic

Local History in the Path of Growth:
Historic Preservation and Chatham Park

Join us for CCHAG6s annual Webbods
presentation about ongoing efforts to identify,
preserve, and interpret significant historical sites on
the 7000+ acre Chatham Park property near Pittsboro.
Paul is an archaeologist with TRC Environmental
Corporation, and has been hired by Chatham Park to
coordinate their historical preservation
efforts. He will present an overview of what
is known of the prop=
ongoing efforts to relocate and save the
19th century Griffin-White house, and
review the results of an intensive look at a
200-acre tract northeast of Pittsboro. g
Final ly, shvay$ihwhickdQCslA u %
members and the public can contribute to \
these efforts, and solicit input about the types of
historical resources that are important to the
community.

Paul is a native of Georgia, and has lived in Chatham
County since 1993. He has directed or managed
archaeological and historic preservation projects across the Southeast, with resources ranging
from Native American campsites and villages to a 1920s logging town.

Paul will welcome questions after his presentation and encourages anyone with information
about the property to be developed as Chatham Park to share what they know to help him
document the local history of the area.

A brief business meeting for members will be held following the program.




2016 Events

CCHA Annual Meeting and Educational Program
Sunday, February 21, 2016 2:00 pm
Historic Courthouse
APer sonal Gl i mpses of Chatham H
Joe Hackney
Former Legislator and Speaker of the House
North Carolina General Assembly
Programs open to the public




