
Our Followers’ Favorite Chatham History Facebook Posts of 2018 

 

Facebook has proven to be a 

handy way to share tidbits of 

Chatham County’s varied 

history. But we know that not 

everyone uses Facebook, so 

we’re sharing here a few of 

the posts that our followers 

seemed to find the most 

engaging in 2018. 

 

Our most popular posts, by 

far, were several 

reproductions of letters to 

Santa from Siler City 

youngsters in 1917. Many 

people recognized the names 

of grandparents, parents, or 

aunts and uncles among the 

letter-writers. Others found 

the simplicity of many of the 

requests for gifts charming.  

Indeed, the letters to Santa 

were less “serious” than 

some of our other topics, but 

represent Chatham history 

nonetheless. They gave a 

glimpse of popular culture, 

such as the nature of the gifts 

requested and the popularity 

of certain names among the 

children.  Also striking was 

how many children told Santa 

that they lived with their 

grandparents.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All letters to Santa from 
19 Dec 1917, Siler City Grit 



Also generating a lot of likes, comments, and shares was our post about How Chicken 

Bridge Got Its Name. We simply shared a photo and sent folks to our website for the 

answer.  If you’re curious, here’s the link: 

http://chathamhistory.org/pdfs/TheDayChickenBridgeGotItsName.pdf 
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Other posts covered topics as diverse as fashion, giant turnips, letters from soldiers, 

recipes, beekeeping, JELL-O, classy cars, the influenza epidemic, Naked Lady Lilies, 

Bell’s School, White Daisy Flour, the Bonlee Depot, inventions, early furniture, local 

baseball teams, Hoosier cabinets, and more!  

Followers also used our Facebook page to keep up with Chatham Historical Association 

events, such as programs and fundraisers, and resources, such as Chatham County 

school yearbooks, our African-American funeral program collection, and our cemetery 

project.  

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook for an almost-

daily dose of Chatham history!  
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