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Markham Store Demolished 
 

 

The Markham Store, located off NC-751 near the intersection with New Hope Church 

Road, has been described as a typical Chatham County country store. When surveyed 

in the 1980s for Chathamôs Architectural Heritage project, two of the original screened 

doorsðwith cutout heart designsðremained. The store was built just before the turn of 

the 20th century, and was first operated by the Council family, then bought by W. C. 

Markham, Sr., who added the adjoining house on the south elevation. His son, W. C. 

Markham, Jr. was born there and operated the country store until his retirement in 1977. 

The structure was photographed by volunteer Kimberly Steiner, as part of CCHAôs 

Architectural Update project in January 2020. The structure was demolished sometime 

between March and mid-April, 2020. Kimberly Steinerôs additional photos. 

 

 
 

https://chathamhistory.org/pdfs/ArchUp/HSDSMarkhamStore.pdf


 

 

 

 

Siler City Post Office Mural 

 

 

Siler City's Post Office Mural depicts "Building the First House at Siler's Crossroads" painted by 
Maxwell B. Starr in 1942. Note the rabbits on the left side. The house being built is the John 
Siler house (also called the Siler-Matthews house), which stood, until 1938, on the site of the 
present Siler City Post Office. 

United States post office murals were produced from 1934 to 1943. Although they are 
associated with the New Deal, most of the Post Office works of art were funded through 
commissions under the Treasury Departmentôs Section of Painting and Sculpture (later known 
as The Section of Fine Arts) and not the WPA. 

The idea was to provide high-quality artwork for public buildings, where it would be accessible to 
all people. The murals were intended to boost the morale of the American people suffering from 
the effects of the Depression by depicting uplifting subjects the people knew and loved. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Snow Day ~ Siler City 

 

 

 

One of our most popular Facebook posts ever is this photo of a snow day in Siler City, 

taken about 1939.  Thanks to Duane Hall for sharing this photo from his collection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Holland Radio Store ~ Siler City 

 

 

 

Inside the Holland Radio store in Siler City. The store was located on South Chatham Avenue 

(Main Street) beside the drug store. This photo was probably taken in the mid-60s. Lemmie 

Holland is in the forefront and Blake Stuart has his back to the camera. They owned the store as 

partners following the end of WWII. 

For many Siler City residents, the first television they saw was in the window of the shop. In the 

late 40s and early 50s they would leave the TV playing at night and people would stand outside 

and watch. Doug Stuart says his grandfather Blake sold many a TV like that. He wired a 

speaker up outside the store so you could hear. During football season he would leave the 

game playing after they closed on Saturday evening. Folks would stand in the cold to see the 

game and then come back on Monday to see about putting a TV in their own home. 

Jerry Stuart noted that back before most folks had a television, his dad, Blake Stuart, would 

have the World Series on several television sets inside the store as well as one playing in the 

display window. Jerry remembers seeing Bobby Thompson hit a bases-loaded homer to win the 

playoffs. That was in 1951. 

Thanks to Duane Hall for sharing this photo from his collection and to Doug Stuart and Jerry 

Stuart for filling in the history! 

 

 



 

 

 

John Councilôs Store ~ Pittsboro 

 

John Council's store in Pittsboro. John Council was a successful African-American 

business owner in Pittsboro. He owned a barber shop and store on the east side of 

Hillsboro street. His customers in the store were African-American and white, but he did 

barber work for whites only, according to Chatham County 1771-1971. Notices in the 

Chatham Record show that Mr. Council's businesses were in operation in the 1890s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

How Chicken Bridge Got Its Name 

 

 

 

The history of Chicken Bridge, told by Barbara Pugh.  You can read her article here. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://chathamhistory.org/pdfs/TheDayChickenBridgeGotItsName.pdf























