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With Sad Hearts…

Sadly, we share with you that President
Lee Sullivan passed away on January 13,
2021. Lee admirably served CCHA from
2013 through 2018 as Vice-President and
as President since 2019. He will be missed
greatly. Please keep his family in your
thoughts and prayers.
Lee’s Obituary:
Erbie Lee Sullivan Jr., 74,
of Pittsboro, died
Wednesday, January 13,
2021, at WakeMed. Lee
was born in Pittsboro’s
Mathiesen’s Clinic on
June 28, 1946, the
youngest child of Erbie
Lee Sullivan Sr. and Ora
D. Frizzell Sullivan. In
addition to his parents, he was preceded in
death by his brothers Billy and Beverly Henry
Sullivan.
Lee is well remembered as being active in the
community. He was the current president of
the Chatham County Historical Association
and the Pittsboro High School Alumni
Association. He also was past president and
member of the Pittsboro Kiwanis Club and a
member of the Pittsboro Presbyterian
Church. He also volunteered his time with
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the Salvation Army. He served in the U.S.
Army from 1967 to 1969. Lee was the owner
of a fence company for 50 years. He is
remembered as someone who always helped
others, especially those who were in the
most need, and standing up to injustices he
witnessed.
Lee loved spending time with his
grandchildren and was blessed to have them
close to him so he could shower them with his
love. Lee also loved celebrating and
decorating for the holidays, in particular the
Fourth of July. For many years, he held an
annual Fourth of July celebration at his home
called Lee Fest, filled with family and friends,
food, and fireworks.
He is survived by his wife of 53 years, Reba
Parker Sullivan; sister, Betty Bullard of
Fayetteville; sons, G. Niegel Sullivan of
Durham, and Jason Sullivan and wife
Jennifer of Pittsboro; grandchildren, Gage
Sullivan of Denver, Colorado, and Ella,
Matthew, and Abby Sullivan of Pittsboro.
A celebration of Lee’s life will be held at a
later date. Donations in his memory may be
made to the Pittsboro Kiwanis Club
scholarship fund, P.O. Box 703, Pittsboro, NC
27312.
q If you’d like to share a memory of Lee
please visit the CCHA Facebook page:
ChathamHistoricalMuseum. vv
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MEMBERSHIP

q One of the
last things Lee
talked with the
CCHA Board about
was membership
in CCHA. Please
renew your
membership and update your information.
Dues are paid once per year. You can go
online to https://chathamhistory.org
/membershipapplication.shtml to complete
your membership. Or send your dues to
CCHA
PO Box 93
Pittsboro, NC 27312
Membership levels are:
Individual membership: $18
Family membership: $20
Student: $10
Patron: $50
Friend: $100
Corporate membership: $100
Lifetime Individual: $1000
Lifetime Corporate: $5000
If you’ve already sent in your
dues, many, many THANKS!
vv

q 2021 is the 250th
Anniversary of Chatham
County. The 250th
Anniversary Committee, is
planning its first
community engagement
,
event:
th
Saturday, April 10 from 25 pm.
Founding Day will be a COVID safe drive
through event taking place along Salisbury
Street in Pittsboro from St. Bart’s at 204
Salisbury to the parking lot at 50 West

Salisbury in Pittsboro. History and art of
Chatham County will be the focus of the
exhibits presented to the viewers. Every
participant will receive a goodie bag, cake and
a party hat!
Chris Kennedy, Pittsboro Town Manager,
Diana Hales, County Commissioner, and
Lindsay Ray, County Commissioner Board
Clerk will be initiating a time capsule.
q If you missed John Brooks (reenacted
by Gary Simpson)
reading the resolution
declaring 2021 the
Chatham County
Semiquincentennial, it
will be on the Chatham
250 website when it’s
set up!
q If you’re interested
Chatham History, the
best book is Chatham
County 1771-1971 available at the
Chatham Historical Museum.
There are also maps of Chatham County
from 1870 and 1874 at the Museum. vv
q New on the CCHA Website

Chathamhistory.org
o

Adeline Alston:
Chatham Plantation
Owner. What was
life like for one of
Chatham's wealthiest
plantation families in
the 1800s? Papers
discovered in the
AlstonDeGraffenreidt
House, which still
stands between Pittsboro and
Siler City, shed some light on this
topic. Adeline’s story is clearly not
that of the average Chatham farm
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widow, but it is the story of an
important aspect of Chatham’s
history.
o Chatham’s Inner Civil War,
explores disunity within Chatham
County leading up to and during
the Civil War. Narrowly focused
on evidence of disagreement
among Chatham citizens
regarding slavery, secession, and
the war.
o Harvey Newlin’s Barnes, were built in
Alamance, Chatham,
and adjoining
counties. The first
barn was built on his
own farm in
southern Alamance
in the late 1920’s. It
is still a beautiful building after standing
for more than 80 years. Harvey and a
crew of farmer-carpenters built 153 barns
before his retirement.

All articles, and more, can be found on
Chathamhistory.org ! vv

z We are looking for someone to
design temporary displays for the
Museum. The general topics are
defined, and the Collection is available
to make up the display.
z We are looking for volunteers to
staff the Museum – we provide all the
training. You will learn about the
history of Chatham County, get to
meet people from all over the world
and give back to your community.
z We’re looking for writers. If you’d
like to research and write about
Chatham history, email us with a topic.
We’ll be in touch to talk about
resources.
z We are looking for speakers who
want to share their knowledge of
Chatham County.
Email Museum@chathamhistory.org
for any of these opportunities.
vv

give the gift of
your time To ccha
z We’re looking for Board Members
-Have you always wanted to
participate in local history and
preservation? The Board meets once a
month, the second Tuesday at 11 am
at the Historic Courthouse. If
being on the Board appeals
to you, as a member of
CCHA, this is your chance!
Email us at
history@chathamhistory.org
and we’ll be in touch.

Chatham County Historical Association
is an all-volunteer organization. Which
means we don’t have expenses for
staff, but we do have expenses. The
phone and internet, the newsletter
email application and the copies that
are mailed by USPS, and the website
are all expenses. CCHA
depends on your
membership and financial
donations to continue to be
able to do the mission of
“preserve and communicate
the history of Chatham
County, North Carolina”.

Chatham County Historical Association
www.chathamhistory.org
Chatham Historical Museum
919-542-6222
history@chathamhistory.org
9 Hillsboro Street, Pittsboro, NC
Museum Open: Wed, Thurs, Fri 11-4 pm year round
Tours by request -> email musuem@chathamhistory.org
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