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H a p p y New Year!

Here is what has been happening and what is to come with 
the Chatham County Historical Association.

We hope you will continue to be a part of Chatham's history!

4th Grade Field Trip Highlighted by 
Chatham Magazine

On September 29th, fourth graders from 
Siler City Elementary school and 
volunteers from the Chatham County 
Historical Association were joined by
Chatham County Schools Public 
Information Officer Nancy Wykle, 
Chatham Magazine reporter Dolly 
Sickles, and photographer John 

Michael Simpson for the first Fourth Grade Field Trip of the 2022-2023 school year. This 
Fourth Grade Field Trip was documented in the Winter volume of the Chatham Magazine! If 
you’d like to find out more about the field trips, you can read more about it 
here: https://chathammagazinenc.com/fourth-graders-learn-chatham-history This link will 
take you to the article “Civic Lessons Come to Life for Chatham Fourth Graders”. 2022 is the 
eighth year that the Chatham County Historical Association has provided the fieldtrips. Each 
field trip is staffed by ten volunteers and each child receives a workbook during the visit that 
they can take home and share with their parents. We’ll be providing this experience to more 
Chatham fourth graders this spring, so there’s still time to help! If you’re curious about the 
Field Trips or want to volunteer, send us an email at Volunteers@chathamhistory.org or visit 
the Museum and talk to the volunteers there.

Did you know that we post daily snippets of Chatham County 
history on our Chatham Historical Museum Facebook page?  Join 
our 4,800 followers and learn something new about our county—
or share what you know!  
https://www.facebook.com/ChathamCountyHistoricalMuseum/

https://chathammagazinenc.com/fourth-graders-learn-chatham-history
mailto:Volunteers@chathamhistory.org
https://www.facebook.com/ChathamCountyHistoricalMuseum/
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Fall Program: Hearts Torn Asunder

The Chatham County Historical Association welcomed the Director of 
the Raleigh Museum and Author, Ernest Dollar, to the Chatham 
County Historic Courthouse on October 9th to discuss his new 
book: Hearts Torn Asunder: Trauma in the Civil War’s Final Campaign 
in North Carolina. Mr. Dollar graciously spoke to CCHA members and 
guests about how soldiers coped with their actions in the aftermath of 
the Civil War. Using primary resources, he gave the audience powerful 
insight into the psychological experiences of soldiers and civilians.

A copy of Mr. Dollar’s book has been donated to the Chatham Community Library North 
Carolina collection and is currently available for checkout.

Stedman Reinterment

On Saturday, November 19th a Chatham 
County Native Son, Nathan Alexander Stedman 
III, who was also an American Revolutionary 
War privateer, was reinterred with ten other 
family members at the Pittsboro United 
Methodist Church. The ceremony began with 
Bruce Fensley of the Sandhills Chapter of The 
Sons of The American Revolution welcoming 

everyone to the service of remembrance. The Sandhills Chapter Color Guard presented the 
colors. Mr. Fensley reminded us that the Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) seek to 
properly record and appropriately remember those who served our nation and the nation’s 
posterity in the American Revolution.

Victor Burns, a descendant, gave the history of his ancestor, Nathan Alexander Stedman III, 
who in 1776 at age fourteen enlisted in the Army of the Revolution. Burns explained how a 
portion of his ancestor’s remains, along with ten other family members, came to be removed 
from under a parking lot in downtown Pittsboro to be reinterred in the Pittsboro United 
Methodist Church cemetery. Many thanks to Victor Burns for never giving up on searching out 
his family history, to Greg Stafford for finding a way to finally ensure an appropriate resting 
place for this family, to the Sandhill Chapter of the SAR for their participation, and to the 
Pittsboro United Methodist Church for providing the reinterment location.

The Chatham County Historical Association’s website is designed to help members keep up 
with CCHA events and activities and to serve as an online archive for information about 

Chatham history. We add articles and original documents every month to our large
collection of online research materials. Check back regularly for new information! 

https://chathamhistory.org

https://chathamhistory.org/
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Pittsboro Christmas Parade

CCHA Museum volunteers were excited to participate in 
Pittsboro’s Annual Christmas Parade on December 11th. 
Our float featured a genuine one-horse-open-sleigh! 
Volunteers Gary Simpson, Cindy Schmidt, Pat Stucke, 
and Connie McAdams, in period costume, represented 
citizens from Chatham’s past

Currently in the Museum

Don't miss the new short-term exhibit in the 
Chatham Historical Museum Gallery featuring 
The Art of Frank Marsden London. Frank was 
born in Pittsboro in 1876, the son of William 
Lord and Caroline Haughton London. He 
showed artistic promise as a child and attended 
UNC from 1893 to 1895. At nineteen, he left for 
New York City to study at the Pratt Institute of 
Art in Brooklyn. He later studied at the William 
Merritt Chase School of Art (subsequently 
called the NY School of Art). London was a 
successful artist and businessman, designing

textiles, stained glass, and ecclesiastical objects. The Vanderbilts were among his well-to-do 
clients. An excellent article about Frank Marsden London’s life and work can be found on our 
website. Here’s the 
link: https://chathamhistory.org/resources/Documents/PDFs/CCHANews/TheArtofFrankMarsd
enLondonExhibitNov2022.pdf

Our thanks to volunteer Wanda Pender for putting together this exhibit, Doug Berg for 
shepherding the approval and installation of picture rails in the Gallery to facilitate this and 
future exhibits, and Gary Simpson for exquisite photos of the London stained glass windows in 
Pittsboro!

https://chathamhistory.org/resources/Documents/PDFs/CCHANews/TheArtofFrankMarsdenLondonExhibitNov2022.pdf
https://chathamhistory.org/resources/Documents/PDFs/CCHANews/TheArtofFrankMarsdenLondonExhibitNov2022.pdf
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It’s time to renew or join CCHA for 2023!

Our thanks to the more than 50% of members who have 
already renewed online or by mail! If you still need to renew, 
you can do so securely on our website by entering your email 
address and password (enter a password the first time you log
in or reset if forgotten). To renew by mail, you can print a membership form from our 
website or email us at Membership@chathamhistory.org and we’ll mail you a copy. Forms 
are also available in the Museum office during Museum hours (Wed-Fri, 11-4). This 
webpage has all the info you’ll need: https://chathamhistory.org/join-us

Annual Meeting: Mark Your 
Calendar!

The 2023 Annual Meeting and 
Program will be held in the 
Chatham County Historic 
Courthouse on February 19th 

at 2:00pm. We are delighted that 
historian Ted Scott Henson will be 
joining us again portraying 
Rednap Howell, one of the key 
leaders of the War of Regulation 
in North Carolina in 1771.  
Rednap Howell, an itinerant

schoolteacher and musician, came to southern Orange County, now Chatham, and spread 
the word about the corruption of local officials through his music. He was known as the Poet 
of the Regulation Movement. We hope you will join us!

Inquiries and Genealogy

Ever have questions about your family’s ancestry? Not sure 
where to start? CCHA’s genealogy volunteers can help by 
conducting limited research for CCHA members. To learn 

more contact genealogy@chathamhistory.org. 

https://chathamhistory.org/join-us
mailto:genealogy@chathamhistory.org
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Website: https://chathamhistory.org Email: history@chathamhistory.org
9 Hillsboro St., Pittsboro, NC

919-542-6222

Museum Open Year Around: Wed, Thurs, Fri. 11-4

Voices of Chatham – An Oral 
History Project

Be a part of Chatham 
history! Wouldn’t it be great if we 
could hear the stories of people 
from Chatham who lived 50 or 100 
or 200 years ago in their own 
voices? Unfortunately, we don’t 
have those recordings, but we can 
record our stories for those who 
come after us.

The Chatham County Historical 
Association has partnered with the 
Language and Life Program at 
NCSU to collect oral histories 
about life in Chatham. Whether 
you are a longtime or lifetime 
resident of Chatham County, or a 
newcomer who is excited about 
living here, please, sign up to tell 
your story for our oral history 
project.

To learn more or to sign up, send the Voices of Chatham team a message via email at 
bjmccurd@ncsu.edu or through the Voices of Chatham 
page https://www.voicesofchatham.org/

Volunteer with us!

One of the very best ways to preserve history is to share it with others. If you’re interested 
in Chatham County history or service to your community (while working with some great 

people) – volunteer with us! Visit https://chathamhistory.org/Volunteer for more 
information. 

mailto:history@chathamhistory.org
https://www.voicesofchatham.org/
https://chathamhistory.org/Volunteer

