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SAVING CHATHAMIS GRAVES
One of CCHA's most ambitious oneo- number of formerlv unreoorted cemeteries More gravesites are being discovered and

ing projects is the Chatham County Ceme- coming to CCHA's attention. reported. and some reports long on the
tery Survey. From 1989 through 2001, Meanwhile,volunteershavediscovered bookssti l l  awaitvisits. "Thisprojectisthe
under the direction of the late Will Heiser, researching cemetery reports, contacting result of a remarkable, sustained commu-
CCHA volunteers identified cemeteries property owners, and finding remote sites nity efort," said David Peterson, who
from published maps, and then called on can be a time-consuming and sometimes keeps the survey database, and also makes
the citizens of Chatham County to help difficult task. Most of the easily identified cemetery visits. '? will take the continued
identifo others. Calls poured in. and the and accessible sites, like church grave- parlicipation of many more volunteers to
vofunteers visited hundreds of sites to re- yards, have now been inventoried. The see that every gravesite in Chatham
cord information about each cemetery and reported sites we have not yet visited are Counly is recorded-"
all of the individual gravestones located often remote, and their locations uncertain. "More volunteers are needed," echoed
there. By late 2001, more than 550 grave- In many cases, they rvere reported by indi- Bev Wiggins. "And there are jobs that
sites had been reported, and a majority of viduals now deceased. don't involve trudging through the woods.
them had been visited. All told, volunteers "The cemetery team has braved thick- Ile sometimes need a volunteer to go to an
recorded information from more than ets, mud, ticks, heat, cold, steep slopes and accessible graveyard to check information
27,000 inscribed grave markers. This in- other obstacles tofnd and document some on a particular slone, or to visit a site that
formation, as well as information about the of the most recent sites," said Bev Wig- rs not dfficult to access. ll/e also occa-
location and condition of each cemetery, gins, current cemetery project coordinator. sionally need data entered or checked. I'm
was entered into the CCHA's Cemetery "On the other hand, some of the mosl gen- working to defne some reseorch jobs that
Survey database, serving as the county's erous, welcoming, and interesting people we'llneedvolunleersfor,too. Ofcourse,if
offi cial record of pravesites. have helped us find or learn more aboul you do like trudging through the woods, we

Wanting the cemetery information several of the sites. Most folks in the haveajobforyou!"
made available to the public, even though county seem to think we ore doing impor- lf you have questions, suggestions.
realizing the cemetery survey would al- tant work. They respect these old grave- feedback about the cemetery database, or
ways be a work in progress. the CCHA sr7es." want to volunteer, contact Bev Wiggins,
published the two-volume Gravesites of The group has made progress. Since 919-542-4478, or send email to us at his-
Chatham County North Carolina in 2002. 2006, more than twenty additional ceme- tory@chathamhistory.org.
Continued sales of these volumes indicate teries, containing more than two thousand
they are still a valued source of informa- graves, and more than 800 inscribed grave
tion. markers, have been added to the Chatham

More recently, the gravesite data have County Cemetery Survey. Some of these
been made available on the Internet sites were among the ones reported almost
through a site called CemeteryCensus.com, twenty years ago, but had never been vis-
hosted by Allen Der.v. This site makes ited and documented. Others were discov-
searching the Chatham County data by ered when properties were surveyed for
name or by cemetery very easy. and unlike development.
the Gravesites volumes, it is updated regu- "lt is very rewarding." noted Wiggins,
larly. "when we Jind o site that hasn't been vis-

ln 2006, a small group of volunteers ited before. llhen that happens I feel that
renewed the effort to find and document 'ree are making it more likely thot those
Chatham's unvisited gravesites. In an im- souls can really 'rest in peace,' since hav-
portant step. Jane Pyle worked closely with ing the site documented will make il more
the county Planning Department stalT to likely that it will be preserved well into the
see developers are made aware of existing future. Gravesites are losl because they
regulations regarding cemeteries. The are forgolten, or because developers, tim-
CCHA brochure, Historical Preservation ber companies, or even homeowners, are
and Development: A Guidefor Developers, not sensilive to the signs that thelt exist.
is now avaifable on the county website. Documenting these siles helps preserve
That effort, and Jane's continued monitor- lhemforfuture generations.''
ing of new developments. has resulted in a Of course. a job l ike this is never done.

END0R IR0N FTTRNACE WALK
The Triangle Land Conservancy will

conduct a rvalking tour to the Endor lron
Furnace on Sunday, 4 November, at
2:00PM. Join the Railroad House Associa-
tion and local historian Edwin Patterson on
this interpretive walk. Go to http://www.
tlc-nc.orglnews/calendar/calendar.shtm I for
further information.

The Endor Iron Furnace r.vas a "pig
iron" furnace from the early 1860s until
1874. and one of the oldest and most his-
torically significant structures in the area.
TLC purchased it in 2001. and transferred
ownership to the NC Departmenl of Cul-
tural Resources. TLC continues to managc
the property with assistance from the Rail-
road House Historical Associat ion and
other local interests. The Endor lron Fur-
nace is currently located in Lee County.
but county l ines have moved. and during
its functioning period. i t  was in Chatham.
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THIS OLD HOUSE - SAVING THE PIECES
HISTORICAL CHaTuIu COT}NTY HOUSE DECONSTRITCTED

JOIN SNIPES F,q,n,ITIy OF AMERICA

RETINION WEEKEND IN OCTOBER

you would expect the chatham county house in the brief period belbre road con- 
tii::T| from Bob Snipes' President

Historical Association (ccHA) to be con- struction was to begin, and c;ri;;s -^-tln: 
ramily of America (SFA) is a

cemed with preserving old houses. you was appointed the agent tur ;;;;;;.: ::l:f^"-t'.iorganization 
established in 1979

might not expecr this sroup to be invorved rion. Both old and newer r";;r;";;;. ::^P^tltlft"::]lt"ttl:1,:f"1,19:lid tiltll:
with tearing thcm down. But that is some- salvaged. with wiring. metal roofing. u"d J::i":"i1.-":ittt-:Tll iiilS;j'Tll
times what happens. glass canning jars being recycled uniruny i,1il,,::"::"*) 

memDers oescenoeo rrom

"sometimes, even though we'd like /o items given to Habitat r". nrr*r]ty;1 yJl'.':l Snipes I' a resident of northem

see a structure preserved, we can't make resare. Hand-pranedheartpine;a]ffird. :l,1tliT:::ll{:.t-qt:l1iift^tl9^jft
thar happen," ruid Jun. Pyle. who serves as flooring. beams. and siding were saved 

"r 
::l:t"i^:nnual 

reunlon ano lnls ucloDer rt

the ccHA's riaison rvith the chatham sord to speciarty dearers. "aiinoir-tiri XlliT 
once again be held at cedar Grove

County Planning Department and with area historical materials will be
developers. "tf on owner decides that an served pyle: "otherwise, t,t ;i;i:';;i, "*i:l 

bv william snipes l'

otd structure on the property must come have ended up in a tandJitt. ;;;';;; k, -^.Y:. Tl::T:^l"l ":11",'^t:ltj :llliT
down, we try to save'what we can by ask- new owners will remember soiething::r':JL-T-lttrrcar 

Assocratron memDers

ing ftat the structure be deconstructed - about where their new walls r;;';i:;,;, i!:T].|,!|."dstoparticipateinourweek-
that is, taken apart carefully, so that mate- but in any event we have documentecl o Ail 

tnoj-t']Iltttt'

riats can be satvaged." of chatham couruyn's ni',",y'ii"i-*iiii ,""X?;o1t;,3;tt^::,li l"l,nl,t;"4'#;1
..GG: j r!*. 

otherwise have been lost." 
Inns & Suites' Raleigh Int'l Airport will

.ssk. i ,'$iw htr.. During deconstruction, a number of 
serve as our base of operations for Friday's

-flffi ,,,,, B*-L *-r"''Tly 1ii.::-J.,. ro,no, incruding 
""." 13X*!l;ijli"ti3"#lt;31'il:x;#

ffi ::i:.,#*i;i:;;$*:',\:il#'[1i;;lumn:i*:n:uil;*l*:lt
ffi t-ffi il.;;#qiikii'g3fi'*jl;ffi :i1ri{"i'ill#$.r:H,'rs;";..:
ry{qxt-r_ {qryI:1r.1r,"^1;i ;1,;;F brick that were used ,- bers for Fridav night dinner at a local res-

'  burld the lnslde, two-story chimneys. 
tauranl '  we wil l  meet in the hotel lobby at

P a c n H o u s n I r r l 9 2 4 f f i . i f . V i | i , . ' ' . : ; . g r Y " : . i . ] . ^ . ! 5 : 4 5 P M . T h i s w i | l b e a r e | a x e d , f u n t i m e
P H o r o c o r . n r n s r ' o r B n l r t N o R w o o D W \ j n & A ; ' - ' H t o g e t h e r ' A s o c i a | w i l | b e h e | d a t t h e C e d a r

That is just what happened to the old

Grove church Fellowship Hall Saturday
after Iunch.

H a r n | S o n n o u S e o n K l V e r K o a o . o n p r o p - . . * - ] . , . - * . . . : . - . = : . | L . L ' ! |
nual membership meeting will be held at

- -subdivision, where plans put the house
Chatham County, beginning at l0:00AM.

right in the path of road construction. Old
boards and beams that had not bcen cov- . -

in attendance. includine identification from
ered by remodeling led Pyle to trace own- pAcE HousE rn cunnnnr Trnn which line ;;;;;ffi4;;;:;;;,",n-ership, and early deeds soon revealed that .:-:-'-::':_"^:.;:-^_:::::^;^_::l: . .
the property once beronged ro James Pace, These arrilacts and photographs docu- 9:T-:T1""i:1"-":^q?y1il:",t^ ?:li::::^t:
whose mill was on the Haw River less than menting the deconstruction are on display l l",It:T:t 

Ine meetlng wrll De lolloweo

ami lef romthesi te.  paceranthemi i lwi th in  the chatham county Hir , " ; ; " t ' " i ; ;1  l l . . t l t " t l l ,groupphotoat thefrontof the
Stephen w. corton. a wearthy pittsboro seum. which is located on tt" tl,"rriio"r'"i il-'Lll ^voluntary 

donations to the church
' rght boih rand and the historic chatham county c;;;; i; 

fi:::"":t'heir 
facilities will be accepted at

ousrnessman. ano ne Dou
mill in 1867. Pace's Mill was a Chatham Pittsboro. The museum is
county landmark unrit 1e24. rvhen a tor- wednesday. tiom noon untit ;:::#TI , ..Y:-"Jl1,n:::.",:u-qj|:t1]Ltl.:.,1-1-
nado destroyed both the mill and the First Sundays fiom one until four. Th. f"tltllp^.h,1ll 

ne\t door alter the meetlng'

b r i dge ,wh ich rve reneve r rebu i l t .  py leco l -  pub l i c i sencou raged tov i s i t .  
" ' -  Thecos t l i ke l y$10 ' co l l ec teda t thedoo r '

recreo aoor'onar rnlormation about the ord 
RSVP requested' Please contact Britt Nor-

house and its lbrmer owners by searching CCHA DtiES INCREASE :Y1 .^1.^btittnorrvood@mindspring'com'
census materials and old n.*rpup.rrl Inevitably. the reality of economics 111 f:^;9."ober 

meeting" in the sub-iect

Ne ighbo rsandv i s i t o r s ro thes i t e reca l l ed  comes toa l l . and theccHAmus t i nc rease  l i neo rca l l 9 l 9 -942 -4106 '

bits of history and lore associated rvith the its annual dues from $a to $rJper t.ur. ^ f31 
mole information about SFA orthe

property. effective I January 2008. Member, ..n.ru- october weekend activities' contact Bob
'fhe 

developer of' the property offered ing befbre that date will still be accepted ., ::'l^t^tj:-]04-876-1332' 
304-261-9024' or

to let ccHA salvage materials from the the old rate. we regret any inconu"ni"n.e snipes@principia'edu'

this may cause.

PACE HOUSE IN CURRENT TIME
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The CCHA had a mov-ing 
9g "l *y' Local history liles. composed largely of separate items are listed in roughly chrono-

day' l I August 2007' wc 
l,"o T::l:t"uf n.*pup", clippings fiom the Chatham logical order with a headline or other brief

stock of books and collateral 
Ttt:'11ilt'j"1 R;.;.d, are housed at wren Memorial Li- description. The entries note the inclusion

some artifacts as well' tl:T^d::l!: n1t il*v in siter City. Twenty-five large of a photograph. In addition to ctippings
House, next to the parking lot at,Beggar; &" i""ri-r."r notebooks contain sections for the collection has brochures, maps, book-
choosers' in Pittsboro' 

1,c::1-ti:11 "1 ;;i* such as churches, peopre, communi- lets including church histories, and other
committed volunteers t11:jhon work of iiJr,-irunrpo.tation, natural history, Black materials of interest to students of the his-
the task. These folks included: , ' .-. '  

-

carl Bigness, *ttt ,iitiln *ugon T:::I' 
artists' Jordan Lake' and the tory of chatham countv'

Edith carhoun u"a ro,i'ili,r, fiilr j"*tt 1'"* 
within each section' 

,."1.l,.: i'il?r*J:*T. #:L",::
Doug cordaro, truck, trailer, hand trucks MovlNc DAy PHoroS computer in the local history area of the

JohnGartner -:= .-,: l

MOVTNG DAY LOCAI HISTORY FILES AT WNNX LIBRARY ARE NOW INDEXED

ReeceandRu thJones I . ] 1o ' u r y1 rso |n r . " ' : . l 1 : . : ^ : " 5 ' : :Y " :
Bill Mandusic

to genealogy and general historical topics,

Judith Peterson, truck and museum photos
a set of donated family histories, published
familv histories. and records from the

Jane Pyle Ii kffi g** nFm 
.,on|,n, of federal censuses and of news-

Jane Smith papers (Chatham News, Chatham Record,
Bev Wiggins, with vehicle

Siler City Grit, and other early newspa-
We apologize if we missed anyone in pers). Wren Library is open Monday from

that l ist.  Bev Wiggins. Jane Smith, and noon until 8:00PM, Tuesday through Fri-

| Q a d c o . t n c | | I I | c c 0 n \ . o \ s e t o u I r o P a r , ' . - ] - - , _
R o u n d s ' s g a r a g e i n ' ' ' . , , ' ! ] . I : ' l ^ . . 1 . ] T i " i r ' " i , " " i o J a n e P y | e . w i t h a s s i s t a n c e
f i leswentback in to the f i | inecab i l , : l ' , . . ' q f f i rw@f ' ; ^ ; ' i | 'Car te r .andwascompIe ted
thebooksandart i factswereunpackedandWu':grut i l l ; ; ; "parat ionfordigi t izat ionofthe
put on shelves' Sodas and.water werc:nffi ' :kf ' - 

: n$-ot#t'I i ' i .r ' ," ' l*. tt.,n accessibre onrine. a
ice. and snacks were or1..fo:^.I"^?^or"r 

l: 
,i#&l : il;; ;.;'-projccr sriil in the prunningen joy .Weareve ry ' , . f ] : i ^1 " : ' , i . ] f f i ; q i l f - * - ; 6 . ' . ' ;CHAseeksvo |un tee rs tohe |p

t a | | | | ngvU |u i . i t t c iS .o , - . 'P . , - ' ' ' f n i j gcuc r ] . r cFa .u in tu in th i c l i pp in .g f i I es :o |easeca l | Jane
Thank you to everyone involved. Pyle at 919-542-3603 for more informa-

tion.

WHERE ARE YOU?
Please ensure we have your conect ad-

dress, telephone number, and EMAIL address, at
all times. Send a note by regular mail or to the
email address on lhe first page of lhis publica-
tion. and we do the rest.

This mysterious old i tem is on display at the Chatham Count_\ '  Historical Museum.
with a sign saying. "ll'hat was this usedfor? I4/e'd like to know." If you knorv the pur-
pose of the pictured item. please contact museum curator. Jane P1,le. at919-542-3603.
To see the mysterious i tem. visi t  the museum. located in the hisloric Chatham County
Courthouse in the Pittsboro circle. The museum is ooen Wednesdavs l iom noon unti l
three. and on first Sunda-r's. liom one until four.

CCHA 2Oo7 EvoNrs

Museum Wednesdays
The CCHA Museum in the historic

Chatham County Court House is open
every Wednesday from 12:00PM to

3 :00PM

First Sundays
The CCHA Museum in the historic

Chatham County Court House will be
ooen from 1:00PM to 4:00PM the first
Sunday of each month during 2007.

CCHA Lecture Series
Plans are being considered for future

lectures and presentations on the vari-
ous facets of Chatham County History.

MOVING D,\Y PHOTOS

Wulr Is Ir?
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