
A Man Called to the Earth:  
Chatham County Farmer Clyde Farrell 

The following article was written as a high school project by Benjamin McAllister in 1995 

or 1996 while he was a student at the Thomas Jefferson School for Science and 

Technology in Fairfax Virginia. For the story, Benjamin interviewed his grandfather, 

Clyde Farrell, who lived in the Mt. Pisgah Community of Chatham County off Route 751. 

The story speaks to the lives of many of eastern Chatham’s small farmers, who worked 

hard to make a living out of the land that has now become Jordan Lake. 

We are grateful to Benjamin’s father, 

William McAllister, for bringing the 

article to our attention, and to Benjamin 

for allowing us to share it.   
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