Chatham County WWI
Who Served?
On 6 April 1917, the United States declared war on Germany and officially entered World
War I. Six weeks later, on 18 May 1917, the Selective Service Act was passed, authorizing
the president to increase the military establishment of the United States. As a result, adult
males living in the US were required to register for the draft.
Three registrations for the draft were held: on 5 June 1917, 5 June 1918, and 24 August
1918. See more about the WWI Draft in Chatham and the information available from draft
cards in our article on that topic.
It is important to note that not all men who registered for the draft served in the military. And
not all of those who served registered for the draft.

After Registration – Lotteries
When men registered for the draft, they were assigned a lottery number. After each draft
registration, lotteries were held to determine who would be drafted. The first lottery was
conducted on 20 July 1917. The front page of the 25 July 1917 Chatham Record described
the drawing and listed several thousand numbers, given in the order drawn, and from which
those who would be called to serve first in the Army would be selected.

The article described the lottery process in detail. See next page.

From the Chatham Record, 25 Jul 1917, p. 1.

As the article notes, the first number drawn
was 258. In Chatham, 258 was the number
assigned to Lester H. Hilliard, of Bear Creek.
His name, along with more than 400 others
whose numbers were drawn from Chatham
registrants, was listed on page two of the
same issue of the Record.
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Open and zoom in on this list of the first
400+ Chatham men called up for the draft
to see those first required to report.
Chatham was required to furnish 192 men
but called up more than 400, according to
the article, because many were expected
to be exempt.
The men on the list were expected to be
drafted (if not exempt) in the order drawn.
In Chatham, Lester H. Hilliard was first on
the list, having been issued number 258 in
the draft registration.

A second list was printed on 1 August
1917 in the Chatham Record with the
following notice.

List of more than 400 names drawn in the first WWI
draft lottery in Chatham. Click on list to enlarge.
From the 25 July 1917 Chatham Record, p. 2.
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Exemptions
Even if a man’s number was drawn and he was required to
report, he may not have been called to serve. Many men
were exempt from the draft based on criteria such as their
medical fitness, the needs for manpower in certain industries
and in agriculture, and special family circumstances and
dependents.
On 1 Aug 1917, the Chatham Record reprinted an article from
the Raleigh News and Observer that listed the grounds for
exemption that registrants might apply for if their number was
drawn and they were called to report. [Reproduced at left.]
So, even though Lester H. Hilliard of Bear Creek was first in
line among Chatham men to be inducted, he may not have
served. His registration card indicated that he was married
and supported his mother, wife and two children. If the local
draft board accepted this claim, he would have been
exempted or discharged by the local board, and Fred Taylor
of Corinth, with number 458, would have been next in line for
service.

Fred Taylor’s draft card
indicates that he is married,
but claims no dependents.
We’ll use Lester and Fred in
some examples below.
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Records of Those Who Served
Since many men who registered for the draft and even many of those who whose
numbers were drawn did not serve in the military, what records can tell us who did
serve?
Service cards
WWI Service Cards were created after the war and include information such as rank,
unit, overseas service dates and dates of discharge from active military service, in
addition to place and date of induction, residence, and place and date of birth for
officers, enlisted men, nurses, medics and chaplains who served in an official military
capacity during World War I.

Fred Taylor’s service card.
No service card was found for
Lester H. Hilliard of Chatham
who likely was exempt from
service.

Originals of the service cards of North Carolina residents are maintained at the State
Archives of North Carolina. A searchable online database has been created that is
searchable by name. Branches of service include the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and
Coast Guard. The actual service card is viewable through the database.
North Carolina’s WWI service cards are available free from FamilySearch.org (requires
free registration). Access the database here. If you need help using the database,
CCHA volunteers provide free assistance at the Chatham Community Library. Call 919545-8086 to set up an appointment. More info about the Service Cards and how to
interpret them.
Note that you might need to search counties other than Chatham to find your relative, if
they didn’t register in Chatham. Many people, especially young adults were moving to
less rural areas to find work during the early 1900s, so those who were raised in
Chatham may have been in places like Durham or Raleigh or elsewhere when the US
entered the war.
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Chatham Draft Board List
Later pages of this article reproduce images of a list of “Registrants Inducted into
Service” in WWI, according to the Chatham County draft board. The originals are in the
collections of the North Carolina State Archives. White and African-American registrants
are listed separately.
The Chatham Draft Board List of White Inductees begins here.
The Chatham Draft Board List of African-American Inductees begins here.

Chatham Historical Journal
Several issues of The Chatham Historical Journal published in 1999-2000 were devoted
to listing those who served in WWI. In addition to the list of inductees from the Draft
Board List reproduced below, the lists in the Journal included names from a card file of
NC servicemen killed and wounded, from an unpublished manuscript listing US
servicemen’s deaths in WWI, from Chatham County gravemarkers, and from a plaque
commemorating service by former Pittsboro High School students. Some photos are
included. You can view the Journal issues here:
Vol 12 Num 2: Introduction and list A-M
Vol 12 Num 3: List M-Z
Vol 13 Num 1: Addendum
Vol 13 Num 2: Addendum

Newspapers
Over the course of the war, Chatham newspapers also
printed lists of men leaving for camp. Many from
Chatham were sent to Camp Jackson in Columbia, South
Carolina, or to Camp Lee in Virginia-- both created at
beginning of WWI. One example is reproduced at right.

Clipping from the Siler City Grit,
29 Aug 1918. Partial list of those
heading to camp.

Compiled by Beverly Wiggins, 17 Sep 2018.
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Chatham County Draft Board
list of inducted registrants.
Original in NC State Archives.
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